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STRUCTURE OF THE SYLLABUS 
 
 

Course No. Course Title Internal External Total 
Marks 

Credit Semester 

SOC 01 Classical Sociological Traditions 30 70 100 4 
1st SOC 02 Methodology of Social Research –I 30 70 100 4 

SOC 03 Perspectives on Indian Society 30 70 100 4 
SOC 04 Family, Marriage and Kinship 30 70 100 4 

Total 400 16  
 

 
2nd 

SOC 05 Modern Sociology Perspective 30 70 100 4 
SOC 06 Methodology of Social Research -II 30 70 100 4 
SOC 07 Social Stratification 30 70 100 4 
SOC 08 Sociology of Change and Development 30 70 100 4 

Total 400 16 
SOC 09 Political Sociology 30 70 100 4  

 
3rd 

SOC 10 Sociology of Gender 30 70 100 4 
SOC 21 Economic Sociology 30 70 100 4 
SOC 12 The Study of Indian Diaspora  

 
Elective 

30 70 100 4 
SOC 13 Urban Society in India 30 70 100 4 
SOC 14 Sociology of Religion 30 70 100 4 
SOC 22 Sociology of Health 30 70 100 4 

Total 400 16  
 
 

4th 

SOC 15 Social Movements in India 30 70 100 4 
SOC 16 Environment and Society 30 70 100 4 
SOC 11 Dissertation Writing 30 70 100 4 
SOC 18 Sociology of Entrepreneurship 

Development 

    E
lective 

30 70 100 4 

SOC 19 Sociology of Education 30 70 100 4 
SOC 20 Sociology of North-East India 30 70 100 4 

SOC 17 Rural Society in India 30 70 100 4 
SOC 23 Crime and Society 30 70 100 4 

Total 400 16 
 
 

            
 



CLASSICAL SOCIOLOGICAL TRADITIONS 
(Course No. SOC 01) 

 
Objectives: 

The course aims at understanding the perspective of sociological theory based on four 
prominent sociological thinkers. The course shall enable the students to equip themselves with 
theoretical insight to know, analyze and interpret the socio-economic scenario around them and 
would also familiarize them with different sociological perspectives and theories. 
 
Course Learning Outcome 
1. It acquaint the students about socio-economic condition which helped in the emergence of  
     sociology 
2. It provides an understanding of the four major classical sociological thinkers. 
3. It helps in understanding the methodological contribution of the classical sociologists in  
    developing sociology. 

 
Course outline 

 

1. Socio-Historical and Economic background of the Emergence of Sociology 
a. Traditional Feudal Economy and Social Structure 
b. Industrial Revolution and its Impact on Society and Economy 
c. Enlightenment, Reason and Science 
d. Natural Science and Social Science 

 
2. Karl Marx 

a. Dialectical Materialism as a Perspective of Change and its Law 
b. Materialistic Interpretation of History: Mode of Production and Social Structure, 

Basic Structure and Super Structure 
c. Theory of Class and Class Struggle 
d. Alienation in the Capitalist Society: Factors of Alienation and its Social Implications 

 
3. Emile Durkheim 

a. Sociology as a Science: Concept of Social Fact, Sociologism 
b. Mechanical and Organic Solidarities 
c. Division of labour in society 
d. Theory of religion: Sacred and profane, Social Roles of religious beliefs and rituals 

 
4. Max Weber 

a. Theory of Social Action 
b. Interpretative Sociology 
c. Protestant Ethics and Spirit of Capitalism 
d. Authority, Status and Power 

 
5. Vilfredo Pareto 

a. Contribution to methodology: logico-experimental method 
b. Logical and non-logical action 
c. Residue and Derivation 
d. Theory of social change: Elites and masses 



Suggested readings: 
 

1. Parsons, Talcott, 1973-1949- The Structure of Social Action. Vol. 1 & 11. Me Graw Hill, 
New York 

2. Nisbet, R. 1966 - The Sociological Tradition, Heinemamn Educational Book Ltd. London. 
3. Zetlin Irvan, 1981- Ideology and the Development of Sociological Theory, Prentice Hall. 
4. Dahrendorf, Ralph, 1959- Class and Class Conflict in Industrial Society, Stanford 

University Press. 
5. Bendix, 1960- Max Weber, An Intellectual Portrait, Doubleday. 
6. Popper Karl, 1945- Open Society and its Enemies. Routledge, London. 
7. Aron Rymond, 1965-1967- Main Currents in Sociological Thought, Vol 1&11 
8. Coser, L.A., 1977- Masters of Sociological Thought, New York: Harcourt Brace 
9. Gidden, Anthony, 1977- Capitalism and Modern Social Theory- An analysis of writing of 

Marx, Durkheim and Weber, Cambridge University Press. 
10. Hughes, John A.,Martin Peter, J.and Sharrock, W.W., 1995- Understanding Classical 

Sociology- Marx, Weber and Durkheim, London: Sage Publication 



METHODOLOGY OF SOCIAL RESEARCH – I 
(Course No. SOC 02) 

 
Objectives: 
 This course aims to introduce the fundamentals of methodology in social research. It shall 
debate social science as a science based on its methods and techniques. The course is so designed to 
equip the students with conceptual clarity and also to inculcate in them interest, motivation, 
commitment and objectivity in collecting and analysing data. 
 
Course Learning Outcome 

By the end of the subject students who complete this course will be able to understand and 
comprehend the basics in research methodology and should be able to: 
1. Demonstrate the ability to choose methods appropriate to research aims and objectives 
2. Understand the limitations of particular research methods 
3. Develop skills in qualitative and quantitative data analysis and presentation 
4. Develop advanced critical thinking skills 
5. Demonstrate enhanced writing skills 

 
Course Outline 

 

1. Epistomology and Philosophy of Social Research 
a. Introduction to Epistemology 
b. Ontology and Epistemology in Social Science 
c. Forms and Types of Knowledge 
d. Reliability and Validity in Social Research 

 
2. Qualitative Research Techniques 

a. Ethnography and Participant Observation 
b. Case Study 
c. Content Analysis 
d. Oral History – Narratives 

 
3. Methodological Issues 

a. Methodological Dilemmas and Issues in Qualitative Research 
b. Objectivity and Value Neutrality 
c. Ethical Issues in Social Research 
d. Encounters and Experiences in Field Work 

 
4. Scientific Research and Logic of Inquiry 

a. Mixed Method - Combining Quantitative and Qualitative 
b. Scientific Method in Conducting Research 
c. Steps in Scientific Research 
d. Logic of Inquiry 

 
5. Designing of Research 

a. Research Design 
b. Hypotheses 
c. Sampling 
d. Problem Formation and Developing Research Questions. 



Suggested Readings: 
 

1. Ahuja, Ram; 2009; Research Methods; Jaipur; Rawat Publications. 
2. Bailey, Kenneth D.; 1978; Methods of Social Research; New York; The Free Press. 
3. Barnes, John A.; 1979; Who Should Know What? Social Science, Privacy and Ethics; 

Harmondsworth; Penguin. 
4. Beteille, A. & T.N. Madan; 1975; Encounter and Experience: Personal Accounts of 

Fieldwork; New Delhi; Vikas Publishing House. 
5. Black, J.A. and D.J. Champion; 1976; Methods and Issues in Social Research; New 

York; John Wiley. 
6. Blalock, H.; 1960; Social Statistics; New York; McGraw Hill. 
7. Bose, Pradip Kumar; 1995; Research Methodology; New Delhi; ICSSR. 
8. Boudon, R; 1974; The Logic of Scientific Explanation; Harmondsworth; Penguin. 
9. Bryman, Alan; 1988; Quality and Quantity in Social Research; London; Unwin Hyman. 
10. Burton, Dawn (Ed.); 2000; Research Training for Social Scientists; New Delhi; Sage. 
11. Dooley, David; 2007; Social Research Methods (Fourth Edition); New Delhi; Prentice- 

Hall of India Pvt. Ltd.Goldthorpe, John H.; 2000; On Sociology: Numbers, Narratives 
and the Integration of Research and Theory; Oxford; Oxford University Press. 

12. Goode, W. & P. Hatt; 1987; Methods in Social Research; New York; McGraw Hill. 
13. Henn Matt, Weintsein,Mark and Foard Nick; 2006; A short Introduction to Social 

Science; New Delhi: Sage Publication India Pvt.Ltd, 
14. Hughes, J.; 1987; The Philosophy of Social Research; London; Longman. 
15. Kothari, C.R; 2005; Research Methodology: Methods and Techniques; New Delhi; New 

Age International (P) Limited. 
16. Kuhn, T.S.; 1970; The Structure of Scientific Revolutions; London; University of Chicago 

Press. 
17. Madge, John; 1970; The Origins of Scientific Sociology; London; Tavistock. 
18. March, Catherine; 1988; Exploring Data; Cambridge; Polity Press. 
19. Mukherji, P.N. (Ed.); 2000; Methodology in Social Research: Dilemmas and 

Perspectives; New Delhi; Sage. 
20. Narayanasamy, N.; 2009; Participatory Rural Appraisal: Principles, Methods and 

Application; New Delhi; Sage. 
21. Payne, Geoff et.al; 1989; Sociology and Social Research; London; Routledge. 
22. Popper, K.; 1999; The Logic of Scientific Discovery; London; Routledge. 
23. Punch, Keith F; 2005; Introduction to Social Research: Quantitative and Qualitative 

Approaches (Second Edition); New Delhi; Sage Publications. 
24. Rosaldo, Renato; 1991; Culture and Truth: The Remaking of Social Analysis; Boston; 

Beacon Press. 
25. Rugg,Gordon and Petre; 2007; A Gentle Guide to Research Methods; New York: Open 

University Press. 
26. Sarma, K.V.S.; 2003; Statistics Made Simple: Do It Yourself on PC; New Delhi; Prentice 

Hall of India Pvt. Ltd. 
27. Srinivas, M.N. & M.N. Shah; 1979; Fieldworker and the Field; Delhi; Oxford University 

Press. 
28. Yin, R.K.; 1984; Case Study Research: Design and Methods; Beverly Hills, California; 

Sage. 
29. Young, Pauline V; 1996; Scientific Social Surveys and Research (Fourth Edition); New 

Delhi; Prentice-Hall of India Pvt. Ltd. 



PERSPECTIVES ON INDIAN SOCIETY 
(Course No. SOC 03) 

 
Objectives: 

This course aims to introduce the nature of Indian society prior to the development of sociology 
in the country. The paper moves on to the growth of sociology in India featuring key theoretical 
perspectives. Important aspects of politics and society in contemporary India and emerging issues are to 
be discussed in this course. 

  
 Course Learning Outcomes: 

1. To understand core aspects of Indian society, including caste, tribe and village. 
2. To study the history of the development of sociology as a discipline in India. 
3. To gain knowledge on different theoretical orientations in Indian society. 
4. To be aware of contemporary social and political issues in India. 
5. To understand the recent developments in the sociology of India. 

 

Course outline 
 

1. Conceptualization 
a. Magnitude of Cultural Diversity 
b. Village as the Nucleus of Indian society 
c. Caste 
d. Tribe 

 
2. The Colonial Context 

a. Development of Sociology and Social Anthropology in India 
b. Bombay School of Sociology 
c. Lucknow School of Sociology 

Relevance of Sociology in India 
3. Theoretical Perspective 

a. Indological/ Textual (G.S Ghurye, Louis Dumont) 
b. Structural – Functionalism (M.N. Srinivas, S.C. Dube) 
c. Marxist approach (A.R. Desai, D.P. Mukerjee) 
d. Subaltern Perspective (B.R. Ambedkar, Ranajit Guha) 

 
4. Aspects of Politics and Society in contemporary India 

a. Nationalism, and Regionalism 
b. Secularism and Communalism 
c. Reservations and Social Justice 
d. Women in Indian Society 

 
5. Current Debates 

a. Contexctualization 
b. Indigenisation 
c. Continuity and Change: Tradition and Modernity 
d. Crisis in Sociology in India 



Suggested Readings: 
 

1. Desouza, P.R (ed), 2000. Comtenporary India – Translation, New Delhi: Sage 
2. Dhanaghare, D.N 1993; Themes and Perspective in Indian Sociology, Jaipure: Rawat 
3. Dube, S.C. 1967: The Indian Village; London: Routledge 
4. Karve, Irawati 1961. Hindu Society: An Interpretation, Poona: Deccan College 
5. Mukherjee, D.P. 1958. Diversities, Delhi: People’s Publishing House 
6. Oommen, T.K. and P.N. Mukerjee(ed) 1986; Indian sociology: Reflection and   Introspections, 

Bombay: Popular Prakashan 
7. Sigh, Y. 1973; Modernization of Indian Tradition, Delhi: Thomson Press 
8. Srinivas,M.N. 1960: India’s Village, Bombay : Asia Publishing House 
9. Srinivas, M.N. and M.N Panini. 1973; The Development of Sociology an d Social 

Anthropology in India, Sociological Bulletin 22(2): 179-215 
10. Rao, M.S.A 1974; ‘ Introduction’ in Indian Council of Social Research, Review of 

Research in sociology and Social Anthropology. Vol. 1 : Bombay: Popular Prakashan. 
11. Cohn, B.s. 1987: An Anthropologist Among Historians. Delhi : Oxford University Press. 
12. Ghurye, G.S. 1963, The Scheduled Tribes. Bombay Popular Prokashan. 
13. Bose, N.K. 1975. The Structure of Hindu Society. Delhi: Orient Longman 
14. Beteille , A. 1986. “The Concept of Tribe With Special Reference to India”, European 

Journal of Sociology. 27: 297-318 
15. Dumont, L. 1980. Homo Hierarchicus. University of Chicago Press 
16. Shah, A.M. and I.P. Desai, 1988 : Division and Hierarchy: An Overview of Caste 

Gujarat. Delhi: Hindustan Publishing Corporation. 
17. Marriott, M.(eds) 1961 ; Village India: Studies in the Little Community. Delhi: Asia 

Publishing House. 
18. Srinivas, M.N. 1987: The Dominant Caste and Other Essays . Delhi: Oxford University 

press. 
19. Gough, K. 1981. Rural Society in South East India. Cambridge University press 
20. Dumont, L. 1957: Hierarchy and Marriage Alliance in South Indian Kinship. 

London: Royal anthropological Institute. 
21. Ghurye, G.S. 1953: The Indian Sadhus. Bombay: Popular Prakashan 
22. Dumont, L. 1970. Religion, Politics and History in India. Paris/ The Hague: Mouton. 
23. Frykenberg R.E. (eds) 1969: Land Control and Social Structure in Indian History. 

Madison: University of Wisconsin Press. 
24. Shah, A.M. 1988: ‘ The Rural – Urban Networks in India’, South Asia (N.S)11(2):1-2. 
25. Rao, M.S.A (ed). 1974. Urban Sociology in India. A Reader and Source Book. New 

Delhi: Orient Longman. 
26. Srinivas,M.N. 1976. Nation-Building in Independent India. Delhi: Oxford University. 
27. Ray, N.R. 1973: Nationalism in Indian. Aligarh Muslim University 
28. Beteille, A. 1981: Backward Classes and the New Social Order. Delhi Oxford University 

press. 
29. Madan, T.N. 1987. ‘ Secularism in Its Place’. Journal of Asian Studies, 46(40: 747-759. 
30. Srinivas, M.N. 1966: Social Change in Modern India. Bombay: Allied Publishers. 



FAMILY, MARRIAGE AND KINSHIP 
(Course: SOC 04) 

 
Course Objective 
This course introduces the students to the universally acknowledged social importance of family and 
kinship. This course will familiarize the students with different approaches, issues and debates in 
kinship studies which will enable the student to understand the social structure of different societies. 
This course will also look at the changing contemporary nature of kinship relations in the modern 
world. 
 
Course Outcome: 
 Comprehensive Understanding of Kinship Studies: By the end of the course, students will 

demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of various theoretical approaches, issues, and 
debates in kinship studies. They will be able to analyze and evaluate the social structures of 
different societies through the lens of family and kinship, thereby gaining insight into the 
diversity of human social organization. 

 Critical Analysis of Contemporary Marriage and Kinship Dynamics in Indian contexts: 
Upon completion of the course, students will be equipped with the analytical tools necessary to 
critically examine the evolving nature of marriage and kinship relations in modern India.  

 Application of Theoretical Concepts to Real-World Contexts: Through coursework and 
assignments, students will develop the ability to apply theoretical concepts and frameworks 
from kinship studies to real-world scenarios. 

 
Unit I: Family and Marriage 

a) Nature versus culture debate 
b) Family: definition, types, changing forms & discourses 
c) Marriage: definition, types, changing forms & discourses 
d) Gendering Family and Marriage 

 
Unit II: Approaches to the study of Kinship 

a) Kinship: definition, basic concepts, recent theorizations and their implications 
b) Historical, Structural-Functional and Cultural approaches to Kinship 
c) Descent Theory: Types of Descent, Rules of Residence 
d) Alliance Theory: Incest and Exogamy; Restricted Exchange and Generalised 

Exchange 
 
Unit III: Cultural Account of Kinship 

a) Euro-American Kinship 
b) Kinship as Practice: Marriage Strategies 
c) Kinship and Genetics 
d) Fictive Kinship 

Unit IV: Family, Marriage and Kinship in India 
a) Dravidian Kinship 
b) Family- Joint Family, Extended Family 
c) Family and Household, Marriage transactions 
d) Family and Kinship models in Northeast India 

 
Unit V: Contemporary Issues in Family, Marriage, Kinship 

a) New Reproductive Technology and Surrogacy 
b) Gay - Lesbian perspectives on family & kinship 
c) Live-In Relations, Single Parenting 
d) Divorce, Separation and Break-ups  

 
 
 
 
 



Suggested Readings: 
 

Parkin, R. & L. Stone. (ed.) (2000). Kinship and family: an anthropological reader. New 
           York. Blackwell. 
Uberoi, P. (1997). Family, kinship and marriage in India. Delhi: Oxford University Press. 
Barnes, J.A. (1961). ‘Physical and social Kinship’, Philosophy of Sciences. 28:296. 
Bhandari, J.S. (ed.). (1996). Family and kinship in northeast-East India. Delhi: Vedam Books. 
Bourdieu, P. (1977). Outline of a theory of practice. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Daniel, E.V. (1984). Fluid signs: being a person the tamil way, Berkeley. University of 

California Press. 
Franklin, S. and S. McKinnon. (2001). Relative values: reconfiguring kinship studies. Durham: 

Duke University Press 
Fortes, M. (1953). The structure of unilineal descent groups. In American Anthropological 

Association. 55(1): 17-41. 
Goody, J. (ed). (1958). Developmental cycle in domestic groups. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 
Howell, S. and M. Melhuus. (1993). The study of kinship; the study of person; a study of 

gender’. In T. Valle (Ed.) Gendered Anthropology London: Routledge. 
Kahn, S. M. (2000). Reproducing jews: A cultural account of assisted conception in Israel. 

Durham: Duke University Press. 
Kolenda, P. (1987). Regional dfferences in family structure in India. Jaipur: Rawat Publications. 
Levi-Strauss, C. (1958). The elementary structures of kinship. London. Beacon Press. 
Marriott, M. and R. B. Inden. (1977) Towards an ethnosociology of south Asian caste systems 
in K. David (Ed.) The New wind: changing identities in south Asia, Paris/The Hague. Mouton 
Radcliffe-Brown, A. R. (ed). (1950). African systems of kinship and marriage. London. Oxford 

University Press. (Introduction). 
Schneider, D. M. (1968). American kinship: a cultural account. New Jersey: Prentice-Hall. 
Shah, A. M. (1973). Household dimensions of the family in India. New Delhi: Orient Longman. 
Strathern, M. (1992) Reproducing the future: essays on anthropology, kinship and the new 

reproductive technologies. Manchester: Manchester University Press. 
Trautmann, T.R. (1981). Dravidian kinship. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 



MODERN SOCIOLOGY PERSPECTIVE 
(Course No. SOC 05) 

 
Objectives: 

The main focus of this course will be on structural function and conflict theories and symbolic 
interaction, phenomenology, ethno-methodology and neo- Marxism. It shall also examine the theoretical 
relevance of diverse theoretical perspectives in understanding social structure and change. 
 
Course Learning Outcome 
1. It helps students to know about the characteristics and the different level of sociological 

theorization. 
2. It acquaint the students with four major perspectives in sociology i.e., structural- functionalism, 

conflict, Interactitionist perspective. 
3. It also acquaints the students about the contemporary trend in sociological theory which aims to 

analyze the contemporary society. 
4. It engage the students to use different perspectives in analyzing the contemporary society 

 
Course outline 

 

1. Introduction 
a. Nature of Sociological Theory 
b. Levels of Theorization in Sociology 
c. Relationship between Theory and Research 
d. Contemporary Trends 

 
2. Structure – Functionalism 

a. The idea of social structure: A.R. Radcliffe Brown 
b. Functionalism of Malinowski 
c. Functional Dimension of Social System: Talcott Parsons 
d. Reformulation of Functional Analysis : R.K. Merton 

 
3. Conflict Approach 

a. C.W. Mills: The Power Elite Theory 
b. Functional Analysis of Conflict: Lewis Coser 
c. Functional Dimension of Conflict: G. Simmel 
d. Class Conflict in Midern Society: R. Dahrendorf 

 
4. Interactionist perspective 

a. Symbolic interactionism : G.H Mead 
b. Phenonenological Sociology: A. Schutz 
c. Ethnomethodology: H. Garfinkle 
d. Dramaturgical Theory: Erving Goffman 

 
5. Recent trends in sociological theorizing 

a. Structuration: Anthony Giddens 
b. Habitus and Field: Bourdieu 
c. Post Structuralism: M.Faucault 
d. Simulation: Jean Baudrillard 



Suggested Readings: 
 

1. Alexander, Jeffery C. 1987- Twenty lectures: Sociological theory since world war II. New 
York: Colombia University Press. 

2. Bottomore, Tom. 1984 – The Frankfurt School. Chester,Sussex: Ellis Horwood and 
London: Tavistock Publication. 

3. Craib, Ian 1922 – Modern Sociological theory: from Parson to Habermas (2nd edition) 
London: Harvester Press. 

4. Collin Randal, 1997- (Indian edition) Sociological Theory: Jaipur and New Delhi Rawat. 
5. Giddens. Anthony 1983 – Central Problens in social theory: action, structure and 

contradiction in social analysis, London: Mc Millan. 
6. Kuper, Adam and Jessica Kuper (eds) 1996 (2nd eds)- the social science encyclopedia. 

London and New York: Routledge. 
7. Kuper, Adam 1975 – Anthropologist and Anthropology: the British School, 1922-72. 

Harmonsworth, Middlesex: Penguin. 
8. Habermas and Contemporary Society: John Sitton, Publisher Palgrave Macmillan, 2003 



METHODOLOGY OF SOCIAL RESEARCH - II 
(Course No. SOC 06) 

 
 

Objectives: 
This course is designed to introduce various approaches to scientific research and its 

techniques to enable the students to carry out independent research with confidence. This course also 
introduces statistical techniques of measurement to the students which is necessary in any social 
research. Exposure to the fieldwork is compulsory in this course to enhance the research interests 
among the students. 
 
Course Learning Outcome 

By the end of the subject students who complete this course will be able to understand and 
comprehend the basics in research methodology and should be able to: 
1. Demonstrate the ability to choose methods appropriate to research aims and objectives 
2. Understand the limitations of particular research methods 
3. Develop skills in qualitative and quantitative data analysis and presentation 
4. Develop advanced critical thinking skills 
5. Demonstrate enhanced writing skills 

 

Course Outline 
 

1. Quantitative Research Techniques 
a) Assumptions of Quantification: Measurements and Scaling 
b) Social Survey and its Limitations 
c) Questionnaire and Schedule 
d) Interview 

 
2. Approaches to Social Reality 

a. Major Theoretical Perspectives: Conflict, Structural- Functionalism and Symbolic 
Interaction 

b. Positivism: Comte and Durkheim 
c. Phenomenology: Alferd Schultz, Peter Berger and Luckmann 
d. Ethnomethodology: Garfinkel and Goffman 

 
3. Statistical Techniques 

a) Measures of Central Tendency: Mean, Median and Mode 
b) Measures of Dispersion: Quartile and Standard Deviation 
c) Co-relational Analysis: Pearson’s Coefficient of Correlation 
d) Test of significance 

4. Applied Social Research and Research Writing 
a) Applications of Computers in Social Research 
b) Action (Applied) Research, Participatory Research: Participatory Rural Appraisal 

(PRA) 
c) Data Processing and Analysis 
d) Interpretation and Report Writing 

5. Field Work 
A field-visit / PRA exercise would be conducted as part of the syllabus. Students would 
be made to do exercise in class such as construction of questionnaires, schedules 
proforma, etc. and also test them in the field as to sharpen their research skills. 



Suggested Readings: 
 

1. Ahuja, Ram; 2009; Research Methods; Jaipur; Rawat Publications. 
2. Bailey, Kenneth D.; 1978; Methods of Social Research; New York; The Free Press. 
3. Barnes, John A.; 1979; Who Should Know What? Social Science, Privacy and Ethics; 

Harmondsworth; Penguin. 
4. Beteille, A. & T.N. Madan; 1975; Encounter and Experience: Personal Accounts of 

Fieldwork; New Delhi; Vikas Publishing House. 
5. Black, J.A. and D.J. Champion; 1976; Methods and Issues in Social Research; New 

York; John Wiley. 
6. Blalock, H.; 1960; Social Statistics; New York; McGraw Hill. 
7. Bose, Pradip Kumar; 1995; Research Methodology; New Delhi; ICSSR. 
8. Boudon, R; 1974; The Logic of Scientific Explanation; Harmondsworth; Penguin. 
9. Bryman, Alan; 1988; Quality and Quantity in Social Research; London; Unwin Hyman. 
10. Burton, Dawn (Ed.); 2000; Research Training for Social Scientists; New Delhi; 

Sage.Dooley, David; 2007; Social Research Methods (Fourth Edition); New Delhi; 
Prentice-Hall of India Pvt. Ltd. Goldthorpe, John H.; 2000; On Sociology: Numbers, 
Narratives and the Integration of Research and Theory; Oxford; Oxford University 
Press. 

11. Goode, W. & P. Hatt; 1987; Methods in Social Research; New York; McGraw Hill. 
12. Hughes, J.; 1987; The Philosophy of Social Research; London; Longman. 
13. Kuhn, T.S.; 1970; The Structure of Scientific Revolutions; London; University of Chicago 

Press. 
14. Kothari, C.R; 2005; Research Methodology: Methods and Techniques; New Delhi; New 

Age International (P) Limited. 
15. Madge, John; 1970; The Origins of Scientific Sociology; London; Tavistock. 
16. March, Catherine; 1988; Exploring Data; Cambridge; Polity Press. 
17. Mukherji, P.N. (Ed.); 2000; Methodology in Social Research: Dilemmas and 

Perspectives; New Delhi; Sage. 
18. Narayanasamy, N.; 2009; Participatory Rural Appraisal: Principles, Methods and 

Application; New Delhi; Sage. 
19. Payne, Geoff et.al; 1989; Sociology and Social Research; London; Routledge. 
20. Popper, K.; 1999; The Logic of Scientific Discovery; London; Routledge. 
21. Punch, Keith F; 2005; Introduction to Social Research: Quantitative and Qualitative 

Approaches (Second Edition); New Delhi; Sage Publications. 
22. Rosaldo, Renato; 1991; Culture and Truth: The Remaking of Social Analysis; Boston; 

Beacon Press. 
23. Sarma, K.V.S.; 2003; Statistics Made Simple: Do It Yourself on PC; New Delhi; Prentice 

Hall of India Pvt. Ltd. 
24. Srinivas, M.N. & M.N. Shah; 1979; Fieldworker and the Field; Delhi; Oxford University 

Press. 
25. Yin, R.K.; 1984; Case Study Research: Design and Methods; Beverly Hills, California; 

Sage. 
26. Young, Pauline V; 1996; Scientific Social Surveys and Research (Fourth Edition); New 

Delhi; Prentice-Hall of India Pvt. Ltd. 



SOCIAL STRATIFICATION 
(Course No.: SOC 07) 

Course Objective 
This course examines the concept of social stratification; it’s theoretical and empirical foundations 
in sociology. The course aims to familiarize students with critical issues related to varied features of 
social stratification across societies and to related developments in the discipline over a period. The 
course is weaved upon the central axis of stratification like class, gender, caste, race, ethnicity, 
sexuality etc. While examining the intersection of these categories in the making of stratification in 
society, questions would be raised about the relevance of applying theory and methods for studying 
social stratification in contemporary India. 
 
Course Outcome: 

1. After the completion of this course, students will gain a comprehensive understanding of 
the theoretical frameworks underpinning social stratification, including classical and 
contemporary perspectives from sociology. This involves critically analyzing the works of 
key sociologists and evaluating the applicability of various theories to diverse social 
contexts. 

2. They will be familiar with the empirical evidence of social stratification across different 
societies, with a particular focus on India. Students will develop the ability to assess the 
impact of various social factors such as class, gender, caste, race, ethnicity, and sexuality on 
the formation and perpetuation of stratification systems, using both quantitative and 
qualitative research methods. 

3. They will be able to engage in critical discussions regarding the intersections of social 
categories in shaping stratification dynamics, particularly within the context of 
contemporary India. Through case studies and interdisciplinary perspectives, students will 
interrogate the complexities of stratification and consider the relevance of theoretical 
frameworks and methodological approaches in addressing current social inequalities and 
challenges. 

Unit I: Social Stratification: Concepts 
a) Social Inequality 
b) Vertical and Horizontal Stratification 
c) Difference, Equality and Hierarchy 
d) Social Exclusion 

Unit II: Theories on Stratification 
a) Functionalist perspectives on stratification 
b) Marxist perspectives on stratification 
c) Weberian perspectives on stratification 
d) Feminist perspectives on stratification 

Unit III: Axes of Stratification 
a) Caste, Class, Gender 
b) Race and Ethnicity 
c) Intersectionality 
d) Language & Region  

Unit IV: Social Reproduction of Inequality and Consequences 
a) Education 
b) Health 
c) Labour Market 
d) Family & Culture 

Unit V: Social Mobility & Its Dimensions 
a) Westernization, Globalization 
b) Deviance  
c) Violence & conflict 
d) Migration  
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SOCIOLOGY OF CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT 
(Course No. SOC 08) 

 
Course Objectives: 
 To provide conceptual and theoretical understanding of social change & processes of 

development  
 To get acquainted with debates, issues and problems in different models of transformations 

and development. 
 To critically assess Indian experience of social change, development along with the regional 

dimensions. 
Course outcomes:  
 On completion of the course, students are expected to 
 Comprehend the way development is conceptualized and contested, 
 Critically evaluate major shift in development discourse and relate with empirical situations. 
 Assess the economic, social-cultural, political and ecological implication of development in 

Indian context 
 
Course Contents: 
 
Unit I: Understanding Change & Development 

a) Concept of social change  
b) Concept of development  
c) Sources and Dimensions of Change  
d) Development: Ecological, Social, Human, Sustainable 

 
Unit II: Theories of Social Change & Development 

a) Modernization Theories 
b) Functional, Social-Psychological and Evolutionary 
c) Colonialism, Dependency & World-System Theory 
d) Alternative Models & Critiques: Feminist, Subaltern, Ecological 

 
Unit III: Models of Development 

a) Capitalist models & Neoliberal Model: US & Europe 
b) Imperialism & Underdevelopment: Latin America & Africa 
c) Socialist models: USSR, China & Cuba 
d) South Asian Path: India 

 
Unit IV: Processes of Change and Development in India 

a) Sanskritization, Westernization, Modernization 
b) Agrarian Crisis, Migration, Gendered Labour market  
c) Development and Displacement: SEZ 
d) Regional Inequalities in Development 

 
Unit-V: Development Dynamics in Northeast India 

a) Politics of Insurgency and Underdevelopment 
b) Agencies of Development: State, NGOs, Self-Help Groups and Christian Missionaries 
c) Infrastructure, Land and Constraints of Development 
d) Corruption and Challenges of Development 
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POLITICAL SOCIOLOGY 
(Course No.SOC 09) 

 
Objectives: 

The major objectives of this course is to acquaint the students with the nature and 
functioning of the political processes, generate awareness of their status and role as a citizens of 
the state, to make the students aware of the prerequisites of sound democratic political system and 
its vulnerability. 

 
Course Learning Outcome 
1. Familiarized with the conceptual and subject matter of the paper. 
2. Understand the relationship of society and political system in the real world. 
3.  Understand and relate to the core idea of power. 
4. Understand the working of public opinion, pressure groups, and party system in democracy. 

 
Course outline 

 

1. Introduction and Theoretical Approach 
a. Conceptual Meaning and Definition 
b. Emergence of Political Sociology 
c. Subject Matter of Political Sociology 
d. Distinctive Approach in Sociology 

 
2. Political system and concepts 

a. Interrelationship between Political System and Society 
b. Political Culture: Meaning and Significance. 
c. Political Socialization : Meaning and Significance 
d. Agencies of Political Socialisation 

 
3. Elite Theories of Power and Bureaucracy 

a. Concept and Meaning of Power 
b. Elite theories of distribution of Powers in Society with reference to Mosca, Pareto and 

C.W. Mills 
c. Bureaucracy: Its Characteristics and Significance 
d. Indian Bureaucratic Culture 

 
4. Intellectuals, Pressure Groups and Interest Groups 

a. Intellectual: Meaning and Concept; Different Connotation 
b. Intellectual: Role of Intellectual in the Socio-Economic and Political Development in 

the Country (with special reference to North East India) and its Significance. 
c. Pressure Groups and Interest Groups: Nature, Bases and Political Significance 
d. Impact of Pressure Groups and Interest Group in Society 

 
5. Political parties, Public Opinion and Political Process in India 

a. Political parties: Characteristics, Classification and Functions. 
b. Public Opinion: Meaning Definition and role of public opinion in modern democracy. 
c. Political Process in India: Role of Caste, Religion in Indian politics 
d. Role of Regionalism and Language in Indian Politics 
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SOCIOLOGY OF GENDER 
(Course No. SOC 10) 

 
Objectives: 

The objective of this course is to trace the emergence of gender as a category of social analysis. 
How are gender identities socially constructed? How is gender shaped by family, education, politics, 
economic religion etc? These are some questions which would be addressed from a sociological 
perspective. The course aims to be a catalyst for moving beyond the roles of participant or passive 
observer toward active sociological analysis of gender processes. 

 
Course Learning Outcome: 
1. Help the students to problematise the concepts of ‘sex’ and ‘gender’ and to critically understand  

the social construction of gender and examine the ideology of patriarchy that influences one’s 
perception of differences between masculinity and femininity, as well as gender relations. 

2. Understand the historical underpinnings of feminist thought, women’s movement and the   
    sociological theories of feminism and its contribution to understanding social processes. 
3. Inculcate a critical understanding of the intersection of gender and politics, economy and other  
    vital human institutions. 
4. Develop the ability to analyze how social structure and culture shape gendered identities and  
    experiences through an interrogation of personal laws of different communities in the country.   
    The students will develop a critical cross-cultural understanding of the historical and cultural  
    specificity of gender.   
5. Analysis of the sociological interface between gender and education, property rights, violence  
    and health will raise critical questions on women’s position and rights. 

 
Course outline 

 

1. Introduction to Sociology of Gender 
a. Social Construction of Gender 
b. Socialization: Gender Identity and Gender Roles 
c. Division of Labour: Production and Reproduction 
d. Patriarchy, Private and Public Dichotomy 

 
2. Feminism: Concept and Approach 

a. Socio-historical background 
b. Liberal approach 
c. Radical approach 
d. Socialist approach 

 
3. Gender and Development 

a. Perspectives on Gender and Development: Welfarist, Development, Empowerment 
b. Women and Economy 
c. Women and Politics 
d. Women’s Movement 

 
4. Women in India 

a. Women and Personal Laws: Muslim Personal Law and Christian Personal Law 
b. Hindu Code Bill 
c. Customary Law and Tribal Women 
d. Eco- Feminism 

 
5. Issues affecting the Quality of Life of Women 

a. Health 
b. Education 
c. Property Rights 
d. Violence 



Suggested Readings: 
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University Press. 
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Cambridge University press. 
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14. Vaid,S. and K. Sanngari 1989- Recasting Women: Essays in Colonial History, New 

Delhi: Kali for women. 
15. Baghwat, Vidyut: Feminist Social Thoughts- An introduction to six key thinkers. Rawat 

Publication Jaipur,2009. 
16. Bryson, Valerie: Feminist Political Theory: An Introduction, MacMillan London 1992 
17. Kramer, Laure: The Sociology of Gender: A Brief Introduction,Rawat Publication New 

Delhi. 2004 
18. Kumba, M. Bahati: Gender and Social Movements, Rawat Publications 2003. 
19. Wharton,Amy S- The Sociology of Gender: An Introduction to theory and research. 

Blackwell Publishing 2006. 
20. Rege, Aharmila – Sociology of Gender: The Challenge of Feminist Sociological 

Knowledge. Sage, 2003 



THE STUDY OF INDIAN DIASPORA 
(Course No. SOC 12) 

 
Objectives: 

The process of people scattering and settlement in different countries has become a 
phenomenon. This is an alarming situation that draws the attention of the social scientists. Therefore, 
this special paper aims to examine the socio-historical background of the daisporas in the light of other 
countries. It shall also critically analyze the magnitude in the global level and that impact in society. 

 
Course Learning Outcome 

By the end of the subject students who complete this course will be able to 
1. Exposure to meanings and concepts of Indian diaspora and global perspective to apply it at the 

local level with varied interpretations. 
2. Enhance further understanding  of home and it's varied interpretations which will unfold  

different aspects and case studies on Indian communities in different locations across the globe   
 

Course outline 
 

1. Introduction: Understanding Diaspora and Indian Disapora 
a. Basic concepts 
b. Scope of Indian Diaspora 
c. Perspectives on Indians abroad 
d. Transnationalism 

 
2. Making and Mapping of Indian Diaspora 

a. Historical background of Indian diaspora 
b. The colonial phase: indentured, kangani and maistry labour emigration 
c. The post-colonial phase: brain and skill drain 
d. Brain gain and brain circulation: return migration 

 
3. Case studies of the Indian Diaspora 

a. Trinidad and Tobago 
b. Fiji 
c. USA 
d. Middle East 

 
4. Theorizing Home and Homeland 

a. Home in the context of the diaspora 
b. Creating new homes and communities 
c. Relating to old and new homes 
d. Diaspora at home 

 
5. India’s relationship with the Overseas Indians 

a. Earlier phase-Forging an emotional bond 
b. Later phase-disengaging from the diaspora 
c. Policy issues-Indian government policy towards the diaspora 
d. Remittances: Social and Economic 



Suggested readings: 
 

1. Brij V. Lal. 2003. (eds) Encyclopedia of the Indian Diaspora, Oxford University Press, 
New Delhi. 
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New Delhi. 

3. Lal, Vinay. 2008. The Other Indians: A political and cultural histiry of South Asians in 
America, HarperCollins Publishers India, New Delhi. 

4. Lall, MC. 2001. India’s Missed Opportunity: India’s relationship with the Non Resident 
Indians, Ashgate publishing limited, England. 

5. Cohen, Robin. 2010. Global Diasporas: An Introduction, Routledge, New York. 
6. Brown, Judith M. 2007. Global South Asians: Introducing the Modern Diaspora, 

Cambridge University Press, New Delhi. 
7. Jain, Ravindra K. 2010. Nation, Diaspora, Trans-nation: Reflections from India, 

Routledge, New Delhi. 
8. Sahoo, Ajaya Kumar and Brij Maharaj (eds). 2007. Sociology of Diaspora: A Reader: 

Volume I & II, Rawat Publications, Jaipur. 



URBAN SOCIETY IN INDIA 
(Course No. SOC 13) 

 
Course Objective: 
This course introduces the important sociological studies on the concept of urban and the 

urbanisation process. These studies have been judiciously chosen to encompass the entire range 
of  urban development and studies on its various dimensions in the present day India. The 
objective of this course is to contribute to the conceptual and applied development of competent 
human capital on a variety of urban life and urbanization-related issues. 
 
Course Outcome: 

 to acquiring proficiency in concepts, theories and methods prevalent in a vast array 
of urban research 
 trained to conduct professional research in social, economic and ecological 

dimensions of urban studies,  
 trained for consulting, government and nongovernment agencies on urban design, 

urban social form and urban policy 
 
Course Contents  
 
Unit I: Conceptualizing Urban 

a) Defining city, town, sub-urban 
b) Urbanity, urbanization and urbanism 
c) Urban networks, Metropolitan lives 
d) European and Asian typologies  

 
Unit II: Theoretical Approaches 

a) Louis Wirth, Max Weber & Georg Simmel and Culture of Cities: Histories, Mental 
life  
b) Robert Park and Urban Ecology: environment, air, parks 
c) Lefebvre & Harvey and Political Economy of City: Markets, Power, Exploitation 
d) Du Bois & Wacquant and Urban Spatiality: ghettos, traffic and sprawl 

 
Unit III: The Under life of Cities  

a) The underclass in cities 
b) Sexual geography of cities 
c) Urban street cultures 
d) Crimes and violence  

 
Unit-IV: Urban Social Structure and Change 

a) Family, Caste, Religion and Ethnicity 
b) Stratification and Mobility 
c) Voluntary Associations: Resident Welfare Associations, Market Welfare 

Associations 
d) Urban neighbourhoods, gated communities   

 
Unit V: Urban Experiences in India  

a) South Asian Contexts  
b) Indian: Delhi & Mumbai 
c) North-East Region: Guwahati & Shillong  
d) Nagaland: Dimapur, Kohima and Mokokchung 
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SOCIOLOGY OF RELIGION 
(Course No.: SOC 14) 

 
Course Objective 
This course seeks to equip the students with the conceptual and theoretical understanding of the 
relationship between religion and society. It presents the basic social philosophies of different 
institutional and non-institutional religions and discusses their changing nature in the 
contemporary times with special reference to India. This course critically looks at various 
religious practices and issues in the context of their relation with different social forces. 
 
Course Learning Outcome 

By the end of the subject students who complete this course will be able to 
1. Use the sociological imagination to apply sociological perspectives to the study of religion  
    and spirituality. 
2. To understand how religion interacts with different aspects of society, as well as people's      
    social identities and relations. 
3. Describe cross-cultural differences in religious organizations. 
4. Explain religion as a form of social identity for individuals and groups. 
 
Course Contents  
 
Unit I: Basic Aspects of Religion 

a) Defining Religion, the Scope of Sociology of Religion 
b) Religion, magic and science 
c) Religious experiences: beliefs, practices, myths, mysticism, 
d) Religious organisations: church, sect, cult 

 
Unit II: Sociological perspectives on religion 

a) Emile Durkheim 
b) Max Weber 
c) Malinowski  
d) Clifford Geertz 

 
Unit III: Religion and Religiosity in India 

a) Religion and Ideology- Pluralism, Secularism,  
b) Religion and change- Revivalism, Proselytization 
c) Religion and politics- Fundamentalism, Communalism 
d) Indigenous Religions:  North East India  

 
Unit IV: Religion and Science  

a) Religion, rationality and irrationality 
b) Religion and Secularisation  
c) Science and Indigenous Knowledge systems 
d) Critique of Religion: Karl Marx and Sigmund Freud 

 
Unit V: Contemporary Debates on Religion 

a) Religion and institutions: civil society, media, education 
b) Religion and violence – persecution, sacrifice, mutilation 
c) New religious movement: Gurus, Wellness Coaches and para-churches 
d) Religion and Globalization 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Suggested Readings: 
 
 Roberts, K. A., & Yamane, D. (2016). Religion in sociological perspective (6th ed.) 

Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 
 Turner, B. (1991). Religion and social theory. California: Sage 
 Brass, P. (2006). Indian secularism in practise. In Indian Journal of Secularism . 9(1), 115-

132 
 Durkheim, E. (2001).The elementary forms of religious life translated by Carol Cosman. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 Eller, J.D. (2007). Introducing anthropology of religion: Culture to the ultimate. New 
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 Geertz, C. (1973). Religion as a cultural system. In The interpretation of cultures. New 

York: Basic Books. 
 Freud, S.(1961). The future of an illusion. New York: W.W. Norton & Company 
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Delhi: OUP 
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Altamira Press. 
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SOCIAL MOVEMENTS IN INDIA 
(Course No. SOC 15) 

 
 

Objectives: 
The objective of this course is to sensitize post-graduate students to the variety and dynamics of 

social movements and their role in the social transformation. The course will be hopefully enable the 
students to look at social movements in a sociological and comparative perspectives. 

 
Course Learning Outcomes: 
1. To learn basic concepts and definitions of social movement. 
2. To understand various social movements like peasant, tribal and national.  
3. To familiarise oneself with case studies of different new social movements.  
4. To gain knowledge on various ethnic movements in northeast India.  
5. To be updated on emerging trends and issues of social movements.  

 
Course outline 

 

1. Introduction 
a. Meaning And Concept: Conceptual Problems In The Study Of Social Movements 
b. New Social Movements in India 
c. Structural- Functional And Marxist Theories Of Social Movements 
d. Social Movement and Social Change 

 
2. Social Movements In India 

a. Peasant Movement: Case Study of Telangana Insurrection 
b. Tribal Movement: Case Study of Santhal Movement 
c. Jharkhad Movement 
d. Nationalist Movements; Case Study of Quit India Movement. 

 
3. New Social Movements in India 

a. Dalit Movements: Case Study of Ambedkar’s Dalit Movement Dalit Panthers 
b. Women’s Movement: Case Study of Meira Paibi Movement In Manipur 
c. Ecological And Environmental Movement: Case Study of Chipko Movement 

 
4. Ethnic Movements in North East India 

a. Assam 
b. Manipur 
c. Mizoram 
d. Nagaland 

 
5. Emerging Issues and Trends 

a. Ethnicity and ethnic movement 
b. Politicization of Ethnic Movement 
c. Institutionalization of Ethnic Movement 
d. Ethnic Movements and Social Transformation 



Essential reading: 
 

1. Banks,J.A 1972- The Sociology of Movements. London Macmillan 
2. Desai A.R. 1979- Peasant Struggles 
3. Dhanagare,D.N. 1983: Peasant movements in India 1920-50, Delhi : Oxford University 

Press. 
4. Gore, M.S. 1993: The Social Context of an Ideology: Amdedkar’s Political and Soocial 

Thoughts. New Delhi: Sage. 
5. Oommen,T.K. 1990: Protest and Change: Studies and Social Movements. Delhi: Sage. 
6. Rao, M.S.A 1979- Social Movements in India. New Delhi: Manohar. 
7. Rao, M.S.A 1979- Social Movements and Social Transformation. Dehli: Macmillan. 
8. Singh K.S. 1982- Tribal Movements in India. New Delhi. Manohar. 
9. Seliot,Elenor,1995: From Untouchable to Dalit; Essays on the Amdedkar Movement. New 

Delhi. 
10. Ao.L.Lanunungsang,2002: From Phizo to Muivah: Tthe Naga National Question in the 

North East India, New Dehil : Mittal Publication. 
11. Kshetri Rajendra 2006- The Emergence of Meetei Nationalism: Mittal Publicatioin, New 

Delhi. 
12. Goulder,A.W.1950 ed., Studies in Leadership. New York: Harper and Brothers. 
13. Oommen T.K. 1972- Charisma, Stability and Change: An analysis of Bhoodan Grandan 

Movement. New Delhi: Thomas Press. 
14. Shah, Ghanshya, 1977 - Protest Movements in two Indian States. New Delhi: Ajanta 
15. Shah, Ghanshyam 1990- Social Movement in India : a review of literature . Delhi: Sage 
16. Shah, Nandita, 1992 - The Issue of State. Theory and Practice in the contemporary 

Women’s Movements in India. New Delhi: Kali for Women. 
17. Shive,Vandana, 1991- Ecology and the Politics of Survival. New Delhi: Sage 



ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY 
(Course No. SOC 16) 

 
Objectives: 

It is understood that the focus of environmental studies has moved from sociology of 
environment to environmental sociology. The course is therefore, designed to focused on the 
environmental issues in the perspectives of environmental sociology. The course plan aims to provide 
knowledge and scholarship of sociological basis of environmental concerns in order to understand the 
human sufferings. 

 
Course Learning Outcome 
1. Develop an understanding of the classical sociological thoughts on the interface between  

      environment and society, and the ecological concerns of classical sociologists. 
2. Analyze current theoretical and empirical paradigms and debates within environmental  
    sociology. 
3. Critical understanding of contemporary socio-environmental concerns. 
4. Develop a proper awareness of current policies and practices concerning environmental  

      governance and sustainable development. 
5. Contextual understanding and examination of critical environmental issues in the northeast  
    region of the country which would empower them to advocate for environment sustainability   

      through research and advocacy. 
 

Course outline 
 

1. Classical Sociological Thought and Environmental Concerns 
a. Karl Marx 
b. Emile Durkhiem 
c. Max Weber 
d. The Rise, Decline and Resurgence of Environmental Sociology 

2. Contemporary Theoretical parameters in Environmental Sociology. 
a. Dunlop and Catton 
b. Ramachadra Guha 
c. Patrick Geddes 
d. Synthesis of Society and Environmental Dialectic 

3. Socio Environmental concern 
a. Environment and Population 
b. Water, Sanitation and Pollution 
c. Development and Displacement 
d. Environment and Technology 

4. Global Environmentalism 
a. Global Environmentalism 
b. Social Impact Assessment of Environmental Issues 
c. Environmental Justice, Policy and Action 
d. Sustainable Development 

5. Emerging Concerns: Environmental issues in North East India 
a. Population Immigration and Environmental Issues 
b. Development- Induced Environmental Problems: Mining, Pollution, Waste 

Management, etc. 
c. Deforestation and Problem of Biodiversity Conservation 
d. Debate on Jhum Cultivation and Commercial Farming 



Suggested Readings: 
 

1. Gadgil, Madhav and Ramachandra Guha, 1996 – Ecology and Equity: The use and Abuse 
of nature and Contemporary India, New Delhi: OUP. 

2. Giddens Anthony1996 – “ Global Problems and Ecological Crisis” In Introduction to 
Sociology, 2nd edition. New York: W.W. Norton and Co. 

3. Michal Redclift, 1984 – Development and the Environmental Crisis, Meeheun Co. 
Ltd.New York. 

4. Munish, India, 2000- ‘ Environment’ in Sociological Theory” Sociological Bulletin Vol: 
49 No 2. 

5. O.L. Riordan 1981 – Environmentalism, Pion. 
6. Schnaiberg Allan, 1980 – The Environment, Oxford University Press, New York. 
7. Sharma, S. l. 1994 – “ Perspective on Sustainable Development in South Asia in 

Shanmad (ed) Perspective on Sustainable Development in Asia, Kaula LampR,ADIPA. 
8. The State of India’s Enviornment, 1985 – The Second Citizens Report, Centre for 

Science and Environment. 
9. Buttle, Frederick II 1987 – Annual Review of Sociology, 13,pp 465- 488. 
10. Catton Williams, Jr and Dunlap Riley E. 1980 – American Sociologist, 13,pp 41-49, 

American Behavioral Scientist, 1980, 24 (1)pp 5-30. 
11. Frendenberg, Williams R and Gramling Robert, 1989 – Sociological Enquiry, 59 (4)pp 

439- 453: Sociological Spectrum, 1996(16)pp 347-370. 
12. Krongmann, Naomi T. Darlington, Hoanne Derouen, 1996 – American Sociologist. 1996, 

27 (3) pp 39-55. 
13. Arnold, David and Guha Ramachandran, 1995 –Nature, Culture ,Imperialism. Oxford 

University Press South Comission, 1989 – The need to reorient development strategies 
and development the environment. Oxford University Press. 

14. UNDP, Sustinable Development New York; Oxford University Press. 
15. World Commission on Environment and Development, 1987 – Our Common Future. 

Brutland Report, New Delhi; Oxford University press. 



RURAL SOCIETY IN INDIA 
(Course No. SOC 17) 

 

Objectives: 
The course provides sociological understanding of rural social structure, change and development in 
India. It also aims to impart sociological skills to reconstruct rural institution and rural development 
programmes, to plan, monitor and evaluate rural development programmes. 
Course Learning Outcome 

 
1. Equipped in understanding the rural social landscape of India such as social structure, institutions,   
    and rural-urban difference                                        
2. Understand the rural social problem such as poverty, landlessness, and unemployment. 
3. Understand the agrarian situation such as movement, and changes brought thereof.  
4. Understands the various policy matters towards rural development and transformation and further  
    understand rural society in the context of globalization. 

 

Course outline 
 

1. Introduction of Rural Sociology 
a. Rural Sociology as a Discipline 
b. Peasant and Agrarian Social Structure: Basic Characteristics 
c. Major Social Institutions: Family, Religion, Caste and Kinship 
d. Rural – Urban Differences 

 
2. Rural Social Problems 

a. Rural Poverty 
b. Emigration 
c. Landless Labour 
d. Rural Unemployment 

 
3. Rural Development and Change 

a. Trends of Change in Rural Society 
b. Panchayati Raj: Panchayat before and after 73rd Amendment 
c. Village Development Board (VDB) and Local Self Government 
d. Factors of Rural Change 

 
4. Agrarian Movement 

a. Major Agrarian Movements in India 
b. Causes of agrarian Unrest/ Movement 
c. Agrarian Movement and Change in Rural Society 
d. Agrarian Movement – A Critical Analysis 

 
5. Globalization 

a. Globalization and Rural Northeast 
b. Impact on Traditional Social Institutions 
c. Globalization and Agriculture 
d. Globalization and its Impact on Village Industries 



Suggested Readings: 
 

1. Deasi, A. R, 1977 – Rural Sociology in India Popular Prakashan Bombay. 
2. Berch, Berberogue (ed) 1992- Class, State, and Development in India (chapter 1,2,3 and 

4) Sage Publication, New Publication. 
3. Mencher, J.P. 1983 – Social Anthropology of Peasantry III, Oxford University Press, 

Oxford. 
4. Radhakrishana. P. 1989 – Peasant Struggles, land Reforms Social Change in Malabar 

1836-1892, Sage Publications , Delhi. 
5. Thornier, Daneil and Thorner, Alice, 1962 - Land and Labour in India. Asia Publications 

Bombay. 
6. Andre Beteille, 1974 – Six Essays in Comparative Sociology, Oxford University Press, 

New Delhi. 
7. Dhanagare, D.D 1988 – Peasant Movements in India. Oxford University Press New 

Delhi. 
8. Ashish Nandy 1999 – Ambiguous Journey to the City, Oxford University Press New 

Delhi. 



SOCIOLOGY OF ENTREPRENERUSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
(Course No.SOC 18) 

 
 

Course Objective: 
This course seeks to map the prospects and challenges of entrepreneurship in the context of a tri- 

partite perspective of economic capital, social capital, and human capital. This course across its various 
units attempts to understand and grasp the multiplicity of factors in entrepreneurship development, 
namely, theoretical foundations, managerial requisites, fields of application, governance mechanisms, 
scope for technology and innovations, successful models, ethical perimeter, and future possibilities. 
 
Course Learning Outcome 

By the end of the subject students who complete this course will be able to 
1. Understand the nuances of different terms and concepts in entrepreneurship  
2. Equipped with the knowledge of varied aspects of entrepreneurship, the issues and challenges and 

ways to mitigate those concerns. 
 
 
Course Outline 

1. Introduction to Entrepreneurship 
a. Entrepreneurship: Concepts and Issues 
b. Theoretical Foundations of Entrepreneurship 
c. Entrepreneurship Development in the Global Perspective 
d. Entrepreneurship Development in the East: An Indian Perspective 

2. Project Management 
a. Nature and Roles 
b. Functions and Levels in Management 
c. Planning and Decision- Making in Organization 
d. Leadership in Organization: Coordination, Direction, Communication, and 

Control 
3. Social Entrepreneurship 

a. Theory and Practice 
b. Social Entrepreneurship and Social Capital 
c. Dynamics of Leadership 
d. Social Entrepreneurship and Value Creation 

4. Women Entrepreneurship 
a. Importance of Women entrepreneurship 
b. Constraints and Barrier/Challenges for the development of Women 
entrepreneurship 
c. Promotion and process of Women entrepreneurship 
d. Schemes for Women entrepreneurship 

5. Entrepreneurship in India: Issues and Challenges 

a. Micro and Small Enterprises (MSEs) 
b. Entrepreneurship: Case Studies of North-East India 
c. Rural Entrepreneurship: Case study of Nagaland 
d. Challenges of Entrepreneurship: Crises of Management, Ethics, Accountability, 
and Transparency 

 
Note: This paper mandates for a field study/workshop to be undertaken to critically 
analyze/ study the practical aspects of Entrepreneurship. In line with the field study/ 
workshop undertaken, a project report would be submitted as part of their internal 
assessment of 20 marks. 



Suggested Readings: 
 

1. Bhargava, Shivganesh (Ed.). 2007. Developmental Aspects of Entrepreneurship. Los 
Angeles, London, New Delhi, Singapore: Response, Business Books from Sage. 

2. Bhargava, Shivganesh (Ed.). 2008. Entrepreneurial Management. Los Angeles, London, 
New Delhi, Singapore: Response, Business Books from Sage. 

3. Carayannis, Elias G. and Sipp, Caroline M. 2006. E-Development toward the Knowledge 
Economy: Leveraging Technology, Innovation and Entrepreneurship for “Smart” 
Development. London and New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

4. Fayolle, Alain. 2007. Entrepreneurship and New Value Creation: The Dynamic of the 
Entrepreneurial Process. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

5. Keilbach, Max; Tamvada, Jagannadha Pawan; and Audretsch, David B. (Eds.). 2009. 
Sustaining Entrepreneurship and Economic Growth: Lessons in Policy and Industry 
Innovations from Germany and India. Berlin and Heidelberg: Springer-Verlag. 

6. Kidd, John B. and Richter, Frank-Jürgen. 2006. Development Models, Globalization and 
Economies: A Search for the Holy Grail? London and New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

7. Mathur, Krishna Mohan; Kumar, Pragya Mathur; Mathur, Shiv Shubhang; and Mathur, 
Nandita Narayan. 2010. New Horizons in Indian Management. Delhi: Kalpaz Publications. 

8. Morck, Randall K. (Ed.). 2007. A History of Corporate Governance around the World: 
Family Business Groups to Professional Managers. Chicago and London: The University 
of Chicago Press. 

9. Naudé, Wim (Ed.). 2011. Entrepreneurship and Economic Development. London and New 
York: Palgrave Macmillan in association with the United Nations University – World 
Institute for Development Economics Research. 

10. Parker, Simon C. 2009. The Economics of Entrepreneurship. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 

11. Phan, Philip H.; Venkataraman, Sankaran; and Velamuri, S. Ramakrishna (Eds.). 2008. 
Entrepreneurship in Emerging Regions Around the World: Theory, Evidence and 
Implications. Cheltenham, UK; Northampton, MA, USA: Edward Elgar. 

12. Praszkier, Ryszard, and Nowak, Andrzej. 2012. Social Entrepreneurship: Theory and 
Practice. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

13. Shionoya, Yuichi, and Nishizawa, Tamotsu (Eds.). 2008. Marshall and Schumpeter on 
Evolution: Economic Sociology of Capitalist Development. Cheltenham, UK; 
Northampton, MA, USA: Edward Elgar. 

14. Tomlinson, B. R. 2008 (First Published in 1993). The New Cambridge History of India: 
Volume III: The Economy of Modern India, 1860-1970. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. 

15. Urban, Boris (Ed.). 2010. Frontiers in Entrepreneurship. Berlin and Heidelberg: Springer-
Verlag. 



SOCIOLOGY OF EDUCATION 
(Course No.: SOC 19) 

 Course Objective 
This course aims to develop an understanding of the institutions and practices of education in 

their wider social context. This course introduces the students to the theoretical perspectives on 
sociology of education, changing organisational structure and practices of schools, and the situated 
contexts of knowledge production. The course also explores the linkages of social structure and 
culture with educational institutions in Indian context. 
 
Course Outcome: 

1. Critically analyze the theoretical perspectives within the sociology of education, 
examining how various sociological theories contribute to our understanding of the role of 
education in society. Through case studies and discussions, students will develop the ability 
to apply sociological concepts to analyze the changing organizational structures and practices 
of schools within their broader social and cultural contexts. 

2. Evaluate the interplay between social structure, culture, and educational institutions in 
the Indian context, exploring how societal factors such as caste, class, gender, and ethnicity 
influence access to and experiences within educational systems. By examining empirical 
research and historical developments, students will gain insights into the complex dynamics 
of educational inequality and social mobility in India. 

3. Engage in critical reflections on the situated contexts of knowledge production within 
educational settings, considering how knowledge is constructed, transmitted, and 
contested within different sociocultural contexts. Through interdisciplinary perspectives and 
engagement with diverse educational practices, students will develop a nuanced 
understanding of the role of education in shaping individual identities, social relations, and 
societal change. 

 
Unit I: The Idea of Education 

a) Basic Education 
b) Education as Liberation 
c) Education as Socialization  
d) Democracy and Education 

 
Unit II: Approaches to Sociology of Education 

a) Functionalist 
b) Marxist & Critical Pedagogy 
c) Feminist   
d) Alternative Models: Homeschooling, Montessori, De-schooling 

 
Unit III: Educational Organizations and Processes 

a) Classroom, Pedagogy, and Learning 
b) Politics of Knowledge 
c) School Culture and Hidden Curriculum 
d) Counter-School Culture 

 
Unit IV: Power, Inequality and Policies   

a) Class, Caste and Gender Dimensions  
b) Debates on Merit and Equity 
c) Evolution of Education Policies in India 
d) Agency & Resistance  

 
Unit V: Education in the Era of Globalization  

a) Education as Commodity 
b) Right to Education 
c) State, Market and Justice 
d) Digital/Online education & its challenges  

 



Suggested Readings: 
 
 Blackledge, D. A., and Hunt, B. D. (1985). Sociological Interpretations of Education, 

London: Routledge. 
 Thapan, M. (2015). Education and Society: Themes, Perspectives, Practices, New 

Delhi:Oxford University Press. 
 Apple, M. (1990). Ideology and Curriculum, London:Routledge. 
 Apple, M.W., Ball, B.J., and Gandin, L.A. (2011). Routledge International 

Handbooks of Sociology of Education, London:Routledge. 
 Ball, S. J. (2012). The Micro-Politics of the School: Towards a Theory of School 

Organization, Routledge, London. 
 Ballantine, J. H. (1997). The School as an Organization In The Sociology of 

Education: A Systematic Analysis, NJ:Prentice-Hall. 
 Chanana, K. (1988). Education, Socialisation and Gender, New Delhi:Sangam. 
 Freire, P. (1970). Pedagogy of the Oppressed, NewYork:Continuum. 
 Goswami, N. (2015). Costs, Security and Discipline: Gendering the Debate on School 

Choice in India. Indian Journal of Gender Studies, 22(2), 243-264. 
 Goswami, N. (2017). Legitimising Standard Languages, New Delhi: Sage 
 Halsey, A.H., Lauder, H., and Brown, P.(1997). Education Economy and Society: A 

Reader in the Sociology of Education, New York:The Free Press. 
 Madan, A. (2007). Sociologising Merit Economic and Political Weekly, 42(29), 3044- 

3050. 
 Nambissan, G. B., and Rao, S. (2013). Sociology of Education in India: Changing 

Contours and Emerging Contours, New Delhi:Oxford University Press. 
 Reay, D. (1998). Engendering Social Reproduction: mothers in the educational 

marketplace British Journal of Sociology of Education, 19 (2),195-209. 
 Rege, S. (2010). Education as “Trutiya Ratna": Towards Phule-Ambedkarite Feminist 

Pedagogical Practice. Economic and Political Weekly, 45(44/45): 88-98. 
 Sarangapani, M. P. (2003). Indigenising Curriculum: Questions posed by Baiga vidya. 

Comparative Education. 39(2): 199-209. 
 Woods, P. (1983). Sociology and the School, London:Routledge. 



SOCIOLOGY OF NORTH-EAST INDIA 
(Course No.SOC 20) 

 
Course Objective 
This course seeks to introduce the students to the social and political processes in the Northeast 
region of India. It historicises the concept of northeast India and the processes of political and socio-
cultural formations of the region. It explains the traditional land relations in northeast India, the main 
axis of traditional social organisation in the region. It also discusses the changes in the traditional 
land relations and the emerging social consequences. The course aims to acquaint the students with 
the contemporary socio-political processes and the challenges they pose to the state. 
 
Course Learning Outcome: 
 Students will get to know about the concept, classification, culture, beliefs, religion, customs, 

and institutions related to Northeast tribe of India. 
 It will also enable the students to develop an understanding of the demographic status of 

tribes in North East together with the policies and other legal provisions for tribes in 
Northeast India. 

 Students will also develop a comprehensive understanding of the socio-cultural setting of 
tribes and its emerging trends in Northeast India. 

 The course will also enable the students to appreciate the contemporary issues and challenges 
that tribes face in India and the Northeast, by engaging in field-based exposure. 

 
Course Contents  
 
Unit I: Northeast India as a Conceptual Category 

a) Conceptualizing Northeast India: Historicising ‘Northeast’, Frontier, Region, Borderlands 
b) Colonial interventions on Northeast India: Social and Politico-Administrative Discourses 
c) Organization and Re-organizations of States in North-East India 
d) Demographic Mapping and Cultural Dynamics 

 
Unit II: Social and Political Institutions in Northeast India 

a) Tribe, Caste, Family and their interface 
b) Traditional Governing Institutions 
c) Economy 
d) Religion  

 
Unit III: Land and Power Relations in Northeast India 

a) Traditional Land Ownership Systems 
b) Modern Land Revenue Systems: Post-colonial Policies 
c) Land alienation and Conflicts 
d) Gender and Land: emerging trends 

 
Unit IV: Identity Politics in Northeast India 

a) Autonomy, Assertion and Homeland 
b) Politics of Indigeneity  
c) Politics of ‘Other’ 
d) Region versus National Question 

 
Unit V: Infrastructure, Development and Livelihoods 

a) Communication, Water, Education, Health  
b) Developmental Challenges: Unemployment and Insurgency 
c) Act East Policy and New Developmental Initiatives.   
d) Role of Ministry of DONER and NEC in Development of Northeast 
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ECONOMIC SOCIOLOGY 
(Course No.: SOC 21) 

 
Course Objective 
This course introduces the students to the conceptual underpinnings of economic sociology and its 
significance. It discusses the processes of social production in different social formations and the 
relevance of the sociological approaches in understanding these processes. The course also exposes 
the students to the emerging perspectives in economic sociology as well as the inter-connectedness 
between economy and society in the areas of development and globalization in contemporary times. 
 
Course Outcome: 
Following are the major course outcomes based on the description provided: 

1. Deep Understanding of Economic Sociology Concepts: By the end of the course, students 
will demonstrate a deep understanding of the conceptual underpinnings of economic 
sociology and its significance within the broader field of sociology. They will be able to 
analyze and critique the processes of social production across different social formations, 
utilizing sociological approaches to interpret the complexities of economic systems and their 
interactions with social structures. 

2. Critical Analysis of Economic Processes and Societal Dynamics: Upon completion of the 
course, students will develop the capacity for critical analysis of the interplay between 
economy and society. They will explore how economic activities shape social relations, 
institutions, and power dynamics, while also examining how societal factors influence 
economic processes.  

3. Application of Economic Sociology to Contemporary Issues: Through coursework and 
practical exercises, students will learn to apply theories and concepts from economic 
sociology to contemporary issues in development and globalization. They will develop skills 
in conducting empirical research and analyzing real-world case studies. 

 
Course Contents  
 
Unit I: Sociological Approaches to the study of Economy 

a) Functionalist 
b) Marxist 
c) Weberian 
d) Feminist 

Unit II: New Economic Sociology 
a) Karl Polanyi 
b) Mark Granovetter 
c) Zelizer 
d) Pierre Bourdieu 

Unit III: Economic relations 
a) Gift, Exchange, Money, Rationalization of economic behavior  
b) Production process & Consumption 
c) State and Economy 
d) Class and inequality 

Unit IV: Economy and Culture 
a) Social Capital & Networks 
b) Religion and economy 
c) Symbolic Value, Morals and Market 
d) Gender and economy 

Unit V: Forms of Economy: Capitalism, Neoliberal & Welfare 
a) Development in the Neoliberal Age 
b) Formal and Informal Economy, Care Economy 
c) Critique of Free Market 
d) Welfare Economy 
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SOCIOLOGY OF HEALTH 
(Course No.: SOC 22) 

Course Objective 
This course introduces the students to the conceptual and theoretical perspectives to understand the 
ways in which the medical practice, the medical profession, and medical technology are rooted in 
society and culture. They will be exposed to the ideas of health and illness of individuals as well as 
communities with reference to different cultural contexts. This course seeks to familiarize the 
students with the issues of politics of health in the global 
context. 
 
Course Outcome:  

1. Analyze the socio-cultural foundations of medical practice, the medical profession, and 
medical technology, contextualizing them within broader societal structures and cultural 
norms. By examining key theoretical perspectives, students will develop a nuanced 
understanding of how health systems are shaped by social, economic, and political factors. 

2. Evaluate diverse conceptions of health and illness across different cultural contexts, 
recognizing the influence of sociocultural beliefs, values, and practices on individual 
and community health outcomes. Through case studies and comparative analysis, students 
will gain insight into the ways in which cultural frameworks shape perceptions of health, 
illness, and healthcare delivery. 

3. Critically assess the politics of health within the global arena, exploring issues of power, 
inequality, and social justice in healthcare systems. Students will engage with debates 
surrounding access to healthcare, healthcare policy, and the role of multinational actors in 
shaping health outcomes worldwide, drawing on sociological theories and empirical research 
to interrogate dominant narratives and advocate for equitable healthcare practices. 

 
Unit I: Conceptualizing Health and Illness 

a) Disease, illness and sickness 
b) Illness narratives 
c) Culture and disease 
d) Medicalisation and de-medicalisation 

 
Unit II: Theoretical Perspectives 

a) Functionalist, Marxist, Feminist 
b) Medicine and Knowledge 
c) Medical Pluralism 
d) Health and Sociology of Body 

 
Unit III: Health Policies and Programmes 

a) Public Health and Community health 
b) Reproductive Health, Mental Health 
c) Disability and Ageism 
d) Epidemic & Immunization  

 
Unit IV: Medicine and Medical Systems 

a) Allopathy  
b) Homeopathy 
c) Naturopathy  
d) Indigenous Medicine  

 
Unit V: Debates on Health and Politics in India 

a) Politics of Vaccination & Health Insurance  
b) Pharmaceutical Industries & Marketing  
c) Health as Commodity & Privatization 
d) Universal Health Care 
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CRIME AND SOCIETY 
(Course No.: SOC 23) 

 
Objectives:  

The course is designed to acquaint the students with the changing profile of crime and 
criminals and prepare them for professional roles of correctional agents in agencies of criminal 
justice administration system, particularly in prison and other reformative institutions. Students are 
advised to pay visit to prison institution for a firsthand observation of the prisoners. 
 
Learning outcome: 
 Introduces the students on crime and criminal behaviour. 
 It will enable the students to garner knowledge on the various approaches of understanding 

crime. 
 It will impart knowledge on the various types of crime and its causes. 
 It will prepare the students for criminal justice system and reformative institutions. 

 
Course Outline: 
 
Unit I: Introductory Concepts 

a. Meaning and concept of Crime, Criminal 
b. Scope of Crime Studies  
c. Classification  and factors of Crime 
d. IPC and CrPC, BNS 

 
Unit II: Approaches To The Study Of Crime 

a. Classical  
b. Positivist & Functionalist  
c. Marxist & Feminist 
d. Legal 

 
Unit III: Types Of Crime 

a) Violent Crime & Property Crime 
b) White-Collar and Corporate Crime  
c) Crime against women 
d) Organized Crime: trafficking  

 
Unit IV: Crime And Punishment 

a) Concept and Types of Punishment 
b) Theories of Punishment: Reformative, Deterrent, Retributive, Traditional 
c) Agencies of Punishment: legal, social, customary 
d) Discourse on Punishment: Michel Foucault, Bryan Turner 

 
Unit V: Corrective Measures 

a) Concept of Correction, types: Prison, Probation 
b) Correction Programs: educational, vocational, Meditational, psychiatric 
c) Alternatives: Open prison, social service, aftercare 
d) Emerging paradigms 
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