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Department of Political Science
Pre-Ph.D Course Work
Course No-POL.PhD-401
Course Title- Research Methodology

Total Credits: 4 Internal Marks: 20
Total contact hours: 40 External Marks: 80
Total Marks: 100

Unit I: Concept and Fundamentals of Research

1.1 Research in social science

1.2 Approaches to Research

1.3 Identification and formulation of Research Problem
1.4 Hypothesis: Meaning, importance and role

Unit 11: Research design

2.1 Concept, Importance and Features of a good research design

2.2 Types of Research Design: descriptive, explanatory, exploratory, cross sectional, longitudinal
design, case study, and comparative design.

Unit I11: Sample Design

3.1 Concept and Importance of sampling

3.2 Practical considerations in sampling and sample size

3.2 Types of Sampling: Probability sampling and Non Probability sampling.

Unit IV: Data Collection Methods and Data Analysis

4.1 Methods of data collection- observation, Schedule and interview, Survey and
questionnaire

4.2 Software package for data analysis: SPSS

Unit V: Computer Application and Research

5.1 Use of Electronic Resources for Research

5.2 Research Publishing Tool-MS Word

5.3 Graphic Tool-MS -Excel, Presentation Tool-MS Power Point.
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Department of Political Science
Pre- PhD Course Work
Course No.:402
Course Title: Research and Publication Ethics

Total Credits: 4 Internal Marks: 20
Total contact hours: 40 External Marks: 80
Total Marks: 100

Unit 1: Philosophy and Ethics

1.1.  Introduction to Philosophy: Definition, Nature and Scope, Concept and Branches
1.2.  Ethics: Definition, Moral Philosophy, Nature of Moral Judgement and Reactions

Unit 2: Scientific Conduct

2.1. Ethics and Social Science Research

2.2. Intellectual Honesty and Research Integrity

2.3. Selective Reporting and Misrepresentation of Data

Unit 3: Research and Publication Ethics

3.1. Publication Ethics: Definition and Importance
3.2. Best Practices and Guidelines: COPE, WAME.
3.3. Predatory Publishers and Journal

Unit 4: Publication Misconduct

4.1. Data Manipulation and Research Fraud: Falsification, Fabrication and Plagiarism (FFP)
4.2. Simultaneous Submission

4.3. Salami Slicing

4.4. Complaints and Appeals

Unit 5: Databases and Softwares

5.1. Anti-Plagiarism software tools: Ouriginal, Turnitin.

5.2. Software to Identify Predatory Journals : SPPU, UGC-Care List.
5.3. Reference Management Tools: Mendeley, End Note.

5.4. Citation Databases: Web of Science, Scopus.

5.5. Impact Factor
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Department of Political Science
Pre-Ph.D Course Work
Course No-POL.PhD-403
Course Title- Term Paper

Total Credits: 4 Total Marks: 100
Total contact hours: 40

Each student will be allotted a supervisor. The students are expected to write a short empirical
report on a research topic of their choice. The report should be in about 25 pages in length.

Term Paper will comprise of

1. Preparation of review of literature in the concerned area of research by the scholar (25
Marks)

2. Presentation of report (25 Marks)

3. Submission of report (50 Marks)



Department of Political Science
Pre- PhD Course Work
Course No.:404
Course Title: Recent Trends and Developments in Political Science

Total Credits: 4 Internal Marks: 20
Total contact hours: 40 External Marks: 80

Total Marks: 100

Unit 1: Globalisation: Concept, Approaches and Effects

Unit 2: Terrorism: Concept, Dimensions and Effects

Unit 3: Human Rights: Concept, Development and Approaches

Unit 4: Environmental Issues: Dimensions, Approaches, National and International Efforts

Unit 5: Global Institutions of Governance: UNO, Regional Associations, WTO, IMF, WB
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